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made to pass rapidly by turning a handle. The pictures
were viewed by transmitted light and only one person
could look through the peephole at a time.

Edison's Kinetoscope was first sold to the public in
April, 1894.5 and the machines were soon on sale all over
the world. From them arose the demand for a projector
which would throw the pictures on to a screen so that
many people could view them together. Edison did not
share in this development, which led to the combination
of the Kinetoscope and the magic lantern, and so finally
to the modern film projector, but he never lost interest
in the cinema, and in 1913 he displayed the first talking
picture in which the moving pictures and the phono-
graph were made to keep time together.

This grand old man of science was now seventy-four
years old, but his capacity for work was hardly impaired.
From 1915 to 1918 he perfected many devices which
were helpful to the American navy when the United
States entered the first Great War in April, 1917.
Among these inventions was one for detecting the pre-
sence of enemy submarines by sound, a new searchlight,
plant for manufacturing chemicals used in warfare, and
various types of gun projectiles.

Few men, indeed, have worked harder or done more
in a lifetime than Edison. He laboured right up to the
end with amazing vigour for so old a man. Among his
final experiments were some designed to produce syn-
thetic rubber, a commodity of enormous value to the
world. In 1929 his health showed the first signs of
failing, but it was not until August i, 1931, that this
amazing man passed away in his eighty-fifth year. He